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Newsletter  from Nadia--November 1, 2009 
 
“ I  believe in God, even when He does not speak”  (Unknown) 
Faith means ...knowing that something is real even if we do not see� it (Hebrews 11:1) 
We walk by faith… 
 
 Dear Fr iends , 
Hello! 
 The previous working year was not easy in many terms. But that does not mean that it was fruitless 
and that we haven't see God's deeds in our lives. Looking back I must admit it was a rather hard year for 
many church leaders and workers that I know. Many different things were happening in their lives and in the 
lives of their congregations that made some of us wonder and frustrated and others discouraged. Our church 
was not an exception. We also felt being in some kind of a big spiritual battle. Very often being in hard 
circumstances we expect Jesus to influence the situation immediately. So I was waiting and waiting and 
waiting …And then I started to wonder if our prayers matter. How easy it is now to remember those 
moments and how painful and discouraging it was then…We all know Jesus has a plan and will not sleep 
in our storms. We are sure He will do what he is supposed to do. And that is very true but…I know now that 
He knows better how to do it and when, even if we want it quick. He really knows it! I know. If He does not 
speak at the moment, it does not mean He does not hear. He would rather allow his people to be temporarily 
oppressed than lost forever. 
  I want to start this newsletter recollecting the event that took place in May in 2009 but I did not 
mention it before. This was a children's holiday. It was conducted for the kids of the Sunday school and for 
the kids that we had invited from the orphanage. It is not the usual orphanage but where the kids stay not for 
a long time. They live there for 1 till 2 month and during this time the people who are responsible for them 
decide what future they will have. Those children are the children who were abandoned by their parents or 
their parents were disqualified as their parents because they didn't care of them in a proper way (usually the 
parents are the alcohol-addicts). 
 The director of this orphanage brought 15 kids. They were from 7 till 14 years old. It amazed me how 
harsh and wounded can be the hearts of those kids even though in this age. The first 15 minutes the kids 
didn't even want to talk but they would behave in an aggressive way. Sometimes they wouldn't show it but 
they would just refuse to take part in the program of the holiday. At that time we already knew these 
peculiarities of difficult kids so we invited more helpers for the program of the event. Each of us came to a 
child and talked to him or her trying to help to adjust to the atmosphere. It worked out and by the middle of 
the program all the kids were taking part in the program. The theme of the program was the resurrection of 
Jesus and the meaning of it for us today. Of course there were quizzes, games, presents.  
 Then children had tea. But of course the most important part of the program was the Word of God 
which touched the hearts of the kids and heals. One boy (he had been brought to the orphanage only three 
days before this holiday from his parents) cried very much at the end of the program. He claimed to his 
director of the orphanage that he was not going back to the orphanage but he would stay in the church 
forever. That was obvious that the director could influence the situation anyhow so I decided to invite the 
boy with me to drink some tea to have a chance to talk. We talked and I explained to him that Jesus is with 
us wherever we are and that he can pray to Him whenever he wants. We talked for 40 minutes and I saw a lot 
of bitterness in his heart. Then he agreed to come back to the orphanage. It showed me one more time that 
the Word of God is sharper than a double-edged sword and that the Word of God works in the way we never 
expect. I will attach the picture of that guy and ask you to pray for him. He is still in my heart. Another 
program that took part in May was called Warm home. It was held in Derevjanka church. The idea of it 
belongs to the head of Derevjanka area. The director of the orphanage for handicapped kids in Derevjannoe 
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village (who is our friend) arranged the meeting for the head of the area and Alexei and me (representing the 
church) so we could cooperate in doing something for the area in the Church of Derevjanka. That is how the 
program came true. The aim was to support families in Derevjanka in this time of so many divorces. So there 
were about 10 families. Most of them were single parent families. Parents and grannies participated with 
pleasure alongsides with kids. We agreed to  continue the program once in 6 monts. 
  

Summer camps and programs 
�  There were several camps in summer and I took part in some of them. You know summer is like a 
short different life because it is full of meeting new people, visiting places and getting new experiences and 
some rest of course. The Youth and children Committee sent some Youth ministry students (in Seminary) to 
Petrozavodsk So for them it was time of practice and for us it was a time of communication and blessing.) 
They did not only participated in the camps as helpers but stayed in between when we could get to know 
each other better and learn from each other. 
  Let me tell you about one of the camps that took place in July. It was planned for Petrozavodsk 
youth mostly because it is hard to gather people in the middle of summer from Karelia. People leave to have 
vacation time and we did not expect many. But God surprised us sending youth ministry students from rather 
distant parts of Russia. Another blessing was two students from the Bible school from Oslo. Kristian Lande a 
missionary from Norway brought them in November 2008 and they committed themselves to come again. 
  This was the 4-day camp in the tents on nature. The place for the organization of this camp was 
given to us by the orphanage of Derevyannoe with which we have been cooperating for some years. This 
place is 25 km away from Petrozavodsk. It is not far away from the lake. The age of the youth that took part 
in it was from 14 till 25 years old. There were many new teenagers. The program there was very flexible. 
The most important attention was paid to the personal testimonies when the people shared with everyone 
what Jesus was doing in their lives lately. We felt the God's blessing very strongly in that camp. On the first 
day there were not so many people who gave their testimonies of life and many were still shy to open up 
their hearts. But by the last day there were very few people who didn't give their testimonies. And those 
people were mostly the people who were in the Christian camp for the first time in their life so that was self-
explainable. 
 It was a very special time to get together, to pray together to have some rest after the working year 
and to be refreshed by our Savior in faith. In July and August we had 3 picnics for different groups of young 
people. It is often easier for non-believers to come to a picnic than to a Bible study. So we used the chance 
and invited friends, and friends of friends and just acquaintances and some people that maybe our youth 
wanted to invite but did not dare before. 
  

Church opening celebration 
�  On the 6th of September 2009 there was a celebration of the opening of the new church building. 

About 900 people took part in the celebration, the half of them were guests from other sister 
congregations. Unfortunately by now the building of the church has not been built up to the end 
because only the first floor of the church is ready. On the press-conference for mass media it was 
announced that probably the building will be finished in a year. The main reason why the building 
has not been finished yet is the lack of financing of the building. During the celebration there 
were many wonderful and touching moments. Especially when the choir sang the first song of 
worship to God and everybody was united. The other thing that brings joy to our hearts is the 
hope that it is not so much left to wait until the church will be ready. We are very grateful to all 
people who pray for the building of this church. The building has a lot of space for work which 
we need so desperately. 

�   
 

News in youth and children ministry 
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 In a week after the celebration different groups started its work: like Sunday school, teen’s group and 
youth group meetings. Our Sunday school meets once a week on Sunday mornings at 11:00 In future we 
would like to do a choir for kids but there are some difficulties to do it yet. The youth group meets on 
Thursdays this year in the youth flat at Zaitseva flat. 
  By the way because of the desire of the youth this is the second week when we are going to have an 
additional second meeting for the youth a week. On Thursdays our meetings are like this I pick a theme and 
we consider it from the perspective of the Bible. The previous 3 had much discussion and questions. Among 
our themes were: when you are afraid of the future, facing discouragement, when you are confused by God’s 
actions and so on. So now we meet oftener to answer more questions.  

I mentioned the teen’s group. It is rather a new group. Many of you know that I used to teach English 
in a public school for some years. And during the last three years I invited kids from my classes to 
Friendship English Camp. Some of them liked the camp a lot and are always the first to come up in February 
and to ask if the camp would take place again. So after this year’s camp we made a decision to try to unite 
these teens to do a new separate group. We made a list of those who participated in camps and called them 
and now there are 15 regular comers. There is one special thing for me about this group. Part of it are my ex-
pupils from the public school so it is very dear to me. 
 When Vika came back from the USA in summer we talked a lot about types of work she may start 
doing. So she started to conduct this teen’s group. Alexei and I support her a lot and she has another helper 
Olga. Vika is very committed to this group and I enjoy watching her teach teens. The second picture I 
include is Vika with some of the teens. This group is a special prayer request. 
Speaking about the youth ministry in Petrozavodsk, part of our youth group has grown. You probably know 
that there are 2 young families and we hope one-to-be in nearer future. During these two months (September 
and October) there was only one meeting when there were no new people so I personally see God’s hand 
upon us (as a church) Even if some of these new people will not appear again straight ahead they will know 
now where they can come during hard times (as it often happens). But some appear again and have many 
questions. New people are always terrific encouragement for me personally. 
 At some moment I was even confused cause how should I get ready to the youth meetings to meet the needs 
of new comers and those who come regularly and want to know as much as possible (can be seminary 
students) But God gave me an idea to focus on new comers cause we can meet more times if wanted with 
whose who want to know more but we are to be ready to meet new people, not to lose them because the 
Bible study was too hard for them. At the same time I have hours of mentorship during the week when we 
can meet with those who have private questions or just need spiritual support or to be encouraged. 
  

Education and suppor t  
 At the beginning of October pastor Don Richmand was here.  The first day he came he brought Leif 
Camp to conduct a small seminar on What we are able to do as parishners to encourage new people to come 
and what we can do to be ready as a church to meet new people. There were about 15 participants (It may 
seem, not so many) but those who came were really devoted and interested in the growth of the church so the 
seminar happened to be really actual and important. 
In a week (October 16-18 ) The Youth and children committee organized a seminar for the youth workers. 
There were 15 of us there. It took place in Ukki church in St.Peterburg area. The seminar was a really strong 
one. I met friends there we discussed how to cope with troubles we face in our ministry and had such lectures 
as Calling of life, Does God need us?, The structure of the church and how it works, Troubles in mission and 
how to deal with it and others. 
 
  

Shunga 
  Many of you remember that we went several years ago to conduct some camps in the region of 
Medvezhegorsk. One of those places was the countryside - Shunga. When we came to America I told about 
it a lot because it is impossible to feel indifferent to the kids of that countryside. When we came there for the 
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first time the weather was cool but sunny. That was in summer. And the girls were wearing their best dresses 
that probably had been given to them by somebody. They tried to look so nice because that day was 
important for them. They had been waiting for this program that was planned for them. But many of them 
had no shoes on their feet. The area is really poor because people can not find jobs; they can not provide for 
their families; many parents start to drink alcohol because of bitterness in their lives. 
 So I got some ideas of helping. During this year we have been collecting the clothes and the shoes for the 
kids in our church. There is a problem with the public transport there. You cannot reach it easily. We used to 
ask Pastor Erma from Kondopoga to get us there but his schedule and our coincided very rarely. So now we 
had an advantage. (because of the car opportunity of course). 
�  Last week we loaded the car with the clothes and shoes, took the food for the kids and went there 
with the Bible studies' program which is called "You are special". We brought Nastja with us (who had 
audited some courses in clown mission) so she could be a part of the program and two more helpers Sima 
and Olga. The main aim was to tell kids about Gods love to every person and about the value and 
preciousness of every person in Gods eyes. We also showed a cartoon based on Max Lucado' tale "You are 
special".  20 kids came to the program and 3 parents: two fathers and one mother. There were the kids who 
we had already seen during our previous visits and also some new-comers. One of the first comers were two 
fathers who brought their children with them. Honestly speaking when I saw one of the fathers coming up, I 
thought he had something against the program. That was a rather tall big man with a gloomy face. The way 
he came in made me think that he was against everything that was going on. But later it happened that his 
daughter was there. He just came separately.  Both men came up to the room and were listening to the Bible 
studies so attentively as the kids and they stayed until the end of the program. 
   To be frank I am very glad that we could make this trip to Shunga. We planned and prepared for it 
for a while. The goal of it was the mission inside the church. This countryside doesn't have the church and 
the entire program took place in the club, half of which is the library. I hope that in some time we can go 
there with a new program. We want to thank you so much for all your help to our ministry. Our trip to 
Shunga took place due to your financial support of youth and children ministry. We have one more trip in 
our plan to one more distant village which is also in that area. 
  
 Besides thank you so much for all your prayers. We know that God provides and supports when we 
are united in prayer as his family. We want to thank all of you who are not indifferent to the Karelian 
children and youth ministry.  The members of our congregation send warm greetings. 
Love from Nadia 
 
P.S .pictures: 1) the youth group lately(October 2009), 2) Shunga at the end of the program, 3) Diana (one of 
the girls in Shunga)You can see the shoes in front of her she came wearing and she did not have a jacket at 
all, only the sweater(the temperature was -3C that day), 4)The programm Warm home in Derevjanka church 
5) Summer camps Kristian Lande Vika and I  6) Summer camp for teens and leaders in July in Derevannoe 
village The fist day before putting the tents.  
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1) Youth Group              2) Shunga 

  
3) Diana and kids, Shunga                4) Warm home 

  
5) Vika, Nadia, and Kr istian Lande from Norway      6) Derevannoe summer camp  
 
 

Newsletter  from Alex—October , 2009 

Youth and children ministry in Karelia in summer  
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Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life 
Revelation 2:10 

Dear Friends 

I can say that this summer began with very pleasant and joyful moment for me and I think for all my friends. 
The thing is that I have an older brother who led and still continues to lead not a very honorable life. His 
name is Sergey. It happened so that by the beginning of the summer many bad things had happened to him. 
And those things made him think of how he lived and lives and for what purpose. Such thoughts led him to 
the decision to be baptized. Honestly speaking, I think for him as for many other people the baptism 
symbolizes some protection, it is like some guard in your life that drives the bad luck away. Sergey asked me 
to meet him and to talk about his desire to be baptized. Of course I was glad that he had actually made such a 
strong decision but at the same time I realized that the baptism for him is just a means to get rid of bad luck. 
Then I demanded from him a little bit more that it is supposed to be asked from a person who is going to be 
baptized. I asked him to study The Small Catechism and read the New Testament. But the most amazing 
thing was that he had done it and he conducted me all this material as a diligent student who has learned his 
lesson very well. All our meetings with him actually led to his baptism in Olonec at the beginning of June. 
For me it was the revelation from God and a big miracle. God has showed me one more lesson that even if 
we don't ever think that this person can be changed somehow by God, God can save him. After the baptism 
Sergey's life began to transform. But unfortunately by this moment he has come back to the same way of life 
he had led before. That is why I ask you for your prayer about my brother. After such a miracle it was hard 
not to do anything because that situation has become a real testimony for me about God's Almighty and His 
love. 

At the very beginning of July there was the 5th session of exams for the future youth workers in Koltushi. I 
teach there. The thing is that the educational process is also included in the duties of the member of Children 
and Youth Committee. Because of that we organize different courses in the building of the Theologian 
Institute of the Ingrian Church. This course of the youth workers is supposed to last for 2� years and it 
includes 7 sessions of the exams. Each session lasts during 10 days. When a person finishes such courses he 
is blessed and sent to minister in some particular congregation. When a session is over the time for youth and 
children camps comes. Every summer has something special in itself and this summer was not an exception. 
(The Children and Youth Committee has been organizing camps for kids and youth for several years already 
on the territory of the Karelia and in different congregations there). There is joy in your heart when you see 
how the Holy Spirit touches the hearts of children and transforms their hearts. Until you see those changes 
you cannot believe it. In July this summer there were 2 camps in Kemi and Segezha. When you come to such 
congregations you never know how many people will be there, how old they will be. You just come and see 
what surprise you will get to see this year. When we came to Kemi we faced one small problem. The thing is 
that on the 10th-11th of July there is usually an official celebration of the day of that countryside that is near 
Kemi. Usually some performances take place there. And the citizens of that countryside said that there was 
little possibility that the kids would come to the camp because they were likely to go to that holiday. But we 
were just waiting and preparing for the day the camp should began. On the next day to our surprise many 
kids came. They were the kids who had already been in that camp in the previous year and new-comers also. 

Every time when organizing the camp you are amazed how God can work in the hearts of children. In the 
first days the children look like small grey wolf cubs but when the last day of the camp comes they don't 
want to let you go. Why so? There is often no father or mother in many families of the kids. In some families 
both of parents are alcohol-addicts and so on. The kids don't see love and the street is the place that brings 
them up. When they come to a camp at first they are shy of each other, they are afraid of singing, praying 
and so on. But they see love and they see that the grown-ups can help them and that the grown-ups can not 
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only yell at them and forbid them everything. I think it shocks them so much that they want to come one 
more time, just to sit near the grown-up, just to share their stories of life or some made-up stories when they 
are ashamed of their real stories of life. When you communicate with these kids it is very painful to realize 
that you cannot anyhow change their lives because the camp ends at some moment and they have to come 
back to the same world they had just run away for several days. They have to listen to a drunk daddy again, 
yelling daddy or friends who only laugh at them. We come, organize some camps for such kids, come back 
home again but what is going on with these kids during the whole year???  After Kem' at once we went to 
Segezha for 3 days and there several helpers for the camp joined us: Sima Chernisheva, Vika Chinyaeva and 
others. Almost the same situation was there: many kids come from very difficult families.   But in this camp 
one more time God showed me how small I am in my knowledge and my trust. The theme of the camp was 
the Lord's Prayer. There were 7 Bible studies in the camp. One request from the Lord's Prayer –in one Bible 
study. The goal was that the kids wouldn't just read this prayer by heart but they would realize what they 
were asking God for. 

Have you ever heard the prayer of a 3-year old girl who prays for her father? She was asking God so He 
would help her father find some job and give him strength and health to take care of the whole family. Have 
you heard the prayer of the 8-year old guy who was praying for that girl who was worried about her father. 
Because he is sure that God will help her. Do you really need any proofs that God does unbelievable 
miracles in the hearts of people. It was the first time in my life when I saw how God leads the parents to the 
church through the kids. The thing is that this year one boy came to this camp in Segezha who came with his 
parents from Vietnam and moved to Segezha. On the first day of the camp we paid attention that during the 
games in the camp outside he was talking to his mother who was standing behind the fence. When we invited 
her to the camp to see what we were doing there she agreed and she spent the whole day with us with 
pleasure. She was at the Bible studies with us. The next day he Hiep (it is the name of the guy) brought his 
little sister who was only three years old and she spoke Russian very bad. She was participating in the camp 
with pleasure also. At first she was very shy of us but on the lastday of the camp she rushed to one person in 
the camp and didn't want let him go. She was holding that person and was saying something in her language. 
Hiep's mother came on the last day of the camp and took part in it as the other kids. She did the lessons in 
her notebook, listened to the Bible studies and learned the Lord's Prayer. We hope God will bring this family 
to find Him. The Bible says to us that God's ways are not searchable. After the children's camps we came 
back to Petrozavodsk where we had already planned some camp for the youth - the camp in the tents on 
nature. Nadia will tell about this camp more detailed. 

After that I went to Koltushi  to conduct a confirmation camp. This camp takes place every year for the 
whole Ingrian Church in the Theologian Institute. On the 21-22 of July (right before this camp) there were 
the courses for the leaders of this camp. The leaders for this camp are chosen from different congregations. 
We try to choose those leaders for the camp who has gone through this camp already. The camp lasts 10 
days. At the end of this camp there is the day of the confirmation itself and there is celebration afterwards 
where parents and friends of the youth come. 

At the end of the summer there was the next session of exams of the youth workers which took place on the 
21-22 of August in Koltushi seminary where I also gave lectures on Dogmatic Soterialogia, History and Old 
Testament. 

I want to thank you for all your prayers, care and help for the youth and children ministry in Karelia. Your 
support is really important 

May God bless you 

Alexei Krongolm 


